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This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 13 FEBRUARY 2018)1 

 1,626,029 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,599,526 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Idleb (357,992), Ar-Raqqa 
(318,761), Aleppo (292,751), Hama (280,132), Deir-Ez-Zor (255,990), Homs (36,067), Al-Hassakeh 
(13,684), Lattakia (1,546) governorates, northern Syria. This also includes around 42,600 
displacements still under verification. Nearly 54,000 displacements have been recorded so far in 
February 2018, with the large majority from Idleb Governorate.  

o 26,503 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 UN Secretary-General António Guterres said in a statement yesterday (20 February) that he was “deeply 
alarmed” by the escalating violence in eastern Ghouta. He noted that residents in the besieged area are 
living under extreme conditions, including malnutrition, and over 700 people require immediate medical 
evacuation. The Secretary-General recalled that eastern Ghouta is part of a de-escalation agreement 
reached in Astana and reminded all parties of their commitments in this regard. He also noted that there are 
reports of shelling from eastern Ghouta on Damascus. 

 On 14 February, an inter-agency convoy of the UN and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent delivered life-saving 
food, nutrition and health assistance to 7,200 people in Nashabieh, eastern Ghouta, the first such convoy 
in 78 days. On 16 February, a statement attributed to the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in 
Syria welcomed the convoy but added that it was not enough. 

 According to media reports, Syrian Government allied forces entered the Kurdish enclave of Afrin (Aleppo 
Governorate, near the Turkish border) on 20 February. Fighters were reportedly seen passing through a 
checkpoint in armoured vehicles. The move provoked an immediate response from Turkish forces who 
reportedly shelled the area. Turkey had threatened to confront Syrian Government forces if they intervened, 
raising the prospect of direct conflict between Syria and Turkey. 

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 As displacement continues into Idleb and Aleppo governorates, the Protection Cluster, Child Protection, 
GBV and Mine Action Sub-Cluster members (Turkey Hub) expanded their emergency service provision. 15 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2018-02-20/statement-attributable-spokesman-secretary-general-eastern-ghouta
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/statement-attributed-ali-al-za-tari-un-resident-and-humanitarian-0
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-43131600


cluster members provided 7,512 protection interventions to IDPs and affected host community members, 
reaching 5,325 individuals (1,276 girls, 1,802 boys, 1,334 women, and 913 men). The main services 
provided in the period from 8 February until 15 February are psychological first aid, psychosocial support, 
distribution of dignity kits, and risk education. 

 The Population Monitoring Initiative (PMI) for southern Syria (Jordan Hub) identified around 2,500 new IDP 
movements across 25 villages in Dar’a and Quneitra in January. While still representing small numbers 
overall, this is almost double the volume of new IDPs observed in December 2017.   

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster (Turkey Hub) continues to track new arrivals to north-west Syria. Influxes have been 
recorded to Dana, Ariha, Idleb and Salqin sub-districts (Idleb Governorate), as well as Zarbah sub-district 
(Aleppo Governorate). CCCM Cluster member agencies are providing assistance to households arriving in 
these locations. Between 1 January and 10 February, the Cluster tracked a total of 271,330 displacements 
to north-west Syria (including departures from any governorate of Syria – see attached map). The CCCM 
Cluster continues to follow the situation closely and will share updates with member agencies once more 
information becomes available. 

 Three CCCM Cluster reception centres are hosting new arrivals from affected areas in northern Hama and 
southern Idleb. Currently, 4,167 IDPs are residing in these centres, which have an overall capacity of 5,500 
individuals. The CCCM Cluster reception centre in Maaret Elekhwan (Idleb Governorate) continues to 
operate at maximum capacity and is in need of assistance for breakfast meals and personal hygiene kits. 
An additional CCCM reception centre managed by a member agency in Al Bab (Aleppo Governorate) is 
hosting 1,866 IDPs. 

 The CCCM Cluster has not tracked large arrivals from Afrin towards areas accessible by cross-border 
actors. However, in preparation for a potential displacement from the Afrin area, CCCM Cluster member 
agencies are establishing an IDP camp in A’zaz sub-district. This camp will have the capacity to host 3,000 
IDPs (600 tents). In case no displacements were to occur, this site will host other IDPs from over-populated 
IDP sites in the A’zaz area.  

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI) 

 The SNFI Cluster (Turkey Hub) continues to respond to the displacement in northern Hama and southern 
Idleb. The needs for shelter and NFI assistance are critical, with an estimated 260,000 people in need of 
NFI assistance and around 112,000 people in need of shelter assistance. 

 Two partners in the Shelter Sector (Syria Hub) conducted a rapid needs assessment in six neighbourhoods 
of Deir-Ez-Zor city in January. The assessment found that the Al Jbeileh, Al Moddafin and Al Tahtouh 
neighbourhoods witnessed moderate damages whereas Sheikh Yassin, Ganamat and Ali Beik have 
witnessed severe damages. In Al Jbeileh, Al Moddafin and Al Tahtouh neighbourhoods, debris removal 
activities have started. Common issues identified in all partially damaged apartments include missing doors, 
windows and electric and sanitary facilities. Over 600 families are estimated to have returned to Al Jbeileh, 
Al Moddafin and Al Tahtouh neighbourhoods. The two partners also visited some collective shelters which 
are in need of rehabilitation. 

 Shelter Sector partners (Syria Hub) competed a Rapid Technical Assessment in nine priority 
neighbourhoods of Aleppo city with a total of 6,624 buildings assessed. Around 5,000 buildings were 
identified as having no structural damage and minor damage to non-structural elements, while around 1,300 
buildings were identified as having considerable damage to non-structural elements and minor damage to 
structural elements. Around 200 buildings were identified as having sustained considerable damage to 
structural elements. The assessed buildings include nearly 60,000 residential units (apartments) and 
currently 33,500 families live in these apartments. This assessment will inform the selection of the buildings 
and residential units for rehabilitation. 



 


